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necessary something should be done for the theatres; that
they were in such a state of crisis that, should government
not come promptly to the rescue, they would inevitably be
compelled to close. Our forebodings have, alas! been real-
ized ; several houses have already been closed, others are pre-
paring to do likewise, and, with the exception of one or two
that are maintained by a subsidy, Paris will not have a single
theatre!"
To this point, in the space of two months and a half, had
the Republic of the 24th of February brought dramatic art.
The provisional government had other work on its hands than
to attend to the requirements of the stage. It had now no
time to share the amusements of the triumphant blouse, to
sit between the caps of Rigolette and Jenny L'Ouvri&re.
Nor did the governed fail to taunt then- chosen government
with the disheartening prospect.
"The exisWhce of a hundred thousand persons is of so lit-
tle importance! Artists, men busy with literary and dramatic
works, are of so little consequence, it matters little what be-
comes of them! Truly, those who govern have something
else to do than to trouble themselves about such people!
Besides, artists have no pickaxes, spades, and shovels; they
do not go down into the street in warlike array, with flags
and drums; they do not talk loudly; they make no threats,
neither do they obtain any thing, and presently they and their
families, and all the little trades and callings, artistic, literary,
and dramatic, that are more or less dependent on the theatres
for means to earn their bread, must starve.
" The result of all this is that the Republic gets few beni-
sons among artists."
After all these lamentations and recriminations, it became
necessary to beg assistance. Five hundred francs per evening
was asked for each theatre. It was proposed that, in requital,
tickets to that amount should be sent to the mairies, to be dis-
tributed gratuitously. To this was to be added a free per-
fertofiiifcee once a week. It was not borne in mind that on the
flat «f ike preceding month, the innovator, Lockroy, aided
ior, had failed to attract an aud-
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